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Frequently Asked Questions about Root Canal
Treatment!
A root canal is a common dental treatment which is undergone by people who want to save a tooth that has
been damaged beyond repair. It is an extremely convenient dental procedure, since it is much better than
having an artificial tooth installed in your mouth. If you are going to get root canal surgery in the near future,
you should know about some of the frequently asked questions related to root canal treatment.

How & Why are Teeth Damaged Beyond Repair?
Good oral hygiene is a necessity in order to keep your teeth in good condition. The teeth may become damaged
due to infections or the inflammation of a pulp. It can lead to serious dental problems, and the damage to the
teeth is usually due to:
•

A deep cavity

•

Extreme wear

•

Chipped or cracked tooth

•

Gum disease

•

Trauma

•

Breakdown of a crown or filling

•

Excessive dental treatment

When you have teeth that are damaged, you will experience sharp pain in the mouth due to sensitivity. You will
also notice discolouration in the teeth, and swollen or sore gums as a result. In order to save the tooth from
being extracted, root canal treatment is encouraged.

How does Root Canal Treatment Work?
Prior to undergoing root canal surgery, your dentist will want to take an X-ray of your teeth, in order to diagnose
the condition of the teeth. You will be given local anesthetics to numb the mouth so that you experience no pain
during the treatment. An opening will be made in order to get to the pulp, through a dental drill, with specialist
dental instruments. You will be given anti-bacterial and anti-inflammatory medicines in order to stop any
infections or inflammations after the treatment.
You will have to visit the dentist frequently in order to complete the root canal treatment, while you may
experience discomfort or pain in the mouth for a period of days for which you will be prescribed pain relievers
by the dentist. In certain cases the dentist may suggest an artificial crown, in order to prevent a fracture on
your newly treated tooth.
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What are the Major Complications of the Treatment?
Every major dental treatment has got complications in some form or the other. Root canals are no exception and
there are certain things that you will have to be mindful about when you get the surgery. Here are some of the
possible complications of the treatment:
•

The loss of a tooth

•

Infections in the tooth

•

Severe discomfort or pain

•

Weakness in the teeth

•

File fractures

•

Altered feeling

•

Re-treatment

It is not possible to experience all the complications of the root canal treatment at the same time, but you
should be mindful about the list of things that could go wrong if the dental procedure does not go according to
plan. You should provide your dental practitioner with your medical history as well in order to inform them
about various factors that may affect you after the treatment.

